experience of discovering reading for
enjoyment later in life, says Wuthrich.

It was Smith who suggested she try the
Northglenn Reads book club. Right then,
Wouthrich sought out guide Katharine
Phenix, who runs the popular book club.
Phenix happened to be working that day,
and encouraged Wuthrich to join.

“Her passion - you could feel it,” Wuth-
rich says.

She has been a loyal member of the
club since and gives Phenix much credit
for her current love of reading. She has
also become a passionate advocate for
the library. She was impressed to learn
customers could place holds on books
anywhere in the district and they would
be sent right to Northglenn for her to
pick up. “It’s like a doctor on call,” she
says, “like they decided, ‘We'll make it
even easier for you to have access to
knowledge.”

Both her daughters are in the highest
reading levels at school, a proud Wuth-
rich says. She often finds herself telling
her daughters, “Today a reader, tomorrow
aleader,” a phrase attributed to Margaret
Fuller, the journalist and women’s rights
activist.

Northglenn Reads book club has become
an important part of Wuthrich’s life. She

is constantly impressed and inspired by
Phenix, she says. “She knows so much, but
she is constantly putting herself through
refinement.” It’s the personal touch Phenix
adds to the group that makes it special, says
Wuthrich, whether that means bringing in
gelato when they discuss Eat, Pray, Love

or sharing personal anecdotes about her
family or the authors. “She'll bring in maps,
history, video clips - she puts her heart into
everything she does.”

The other women in the group also enhance
the experience for her. “They share their
stories, and it’s like you have real parts of
history right here,” she says. “The book

club has filled a void in my life that would
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Loyal Northglenn customer Kerry Wuthrich.

have been there had | not joined.” Wuthrich
quotes Phenix as describing the library as
the “third place,” besides work and home,
and this has resonated with her. “This is not
your grandfather’s library,” she says.

Wauthrich remembers her seventh grade
teacher taking her class to the library and
saying, “You've entered the realm of silence.
Please act accordingly.” Not so at Anythink
libraries, but Wuthrich is a fan of the library
being a place for everyone, even if the teens
get a little noisy.

On a cold Saturday in September, Wuthrich
and her family, along with her book club
friends, waved signs in front of the new
Anythink Huron Street construction site
as they celebrated the launch of the
district's new brand. “It was great to do as
a family,” she says.

Wuthrich has a genuine desire for others
to be as impacted by their local library
as she has been. “| hope that the new
library will be inspiring to more people,”
she says. Her family lives closer to the
new Wright Farms location, which opens
in summer 2010, but she will continue
traveling to Anythink Huron Street,
though a little farther away. “I couldn’t
leave Katharine.”

° ° ° ° ° ° ° °
Anythink Food
Drive

Earlier this year, as a thank you to
the residents of Adams County,

Rangeview Library District elimi-
nated overdue fines. Now we ask
our customers to say thank you in
return to the residents of Adams
County by donating non-perishable
items throughout December at
your local Anythink location. Al
donations will go to Adams County

Food Distribution for distribution to
local families.

“The need for emergency food
packages is 600 a month now up
from 200 a month a year ago - all
for households facing lack of food,
choice of food or essential bills, or
just no other food resource,” says
Lily Rhoades, coordinator, Adams
County Food Distribution.

Last year, the district and its cus-
tomers broke all previous records
by donation 8,800 lbs. of food for
a total dollar value of $11,500. Be-
cause the need is greater than ever,
we hope to break this record. Non-
perishable items can be dropped
at all Anythink locations, including
administration offices.

Print Jobs

We are happy to let our cus-
tomers know we are no longer
charging for employment-related
printing. Please ask at the

service desk for details.

Stay up to date on all things Any-
think by following us on Facebook
and Twitter. Just search for “ilove-
myanythink.”
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Events Not to Miss

New Year’s Eve Party and
Balloon Drop

Anythink Perl Mack’s second annual
New Year’s Eve Party is almost here!
Enjoy crafts and food for all ages with a
spectacular balloon drop at noon.

Anythink Perl Mack
Thursday, Dec. 31, 2009
11 am-12:30 pm

7611 Hilltop Circle
Denver, CO 80221

ing every detail so that they are not only
beautiful, comfortable and functional,
but that our buildings are energy ef-
ficient would meet his approval. The
geo-thermal and photovoltaic systems,
the Solatubes and the green roof would
send him to his computer to monitor
our energy savings. | he fact that our
Brighton library is carbon positive is a
remarkable achievement and an added
bonus. Over the years, this building will
not only be saving taxpayers’ money, but
contributing to the sustainability of our
environment.

In many ways, the values of Rangeview
Library District reflect the values that
my dad relayed to his children. A sense
of practicality coupled with a sense of
imagination and whimsy. This perfectly
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Family Fun and Games

Come one, come all. Join us for an af-

ternoon of board, card and video games.

Parents, come teach your kids Yahtzee!
Children, come teach your parents

the Wii. Bring your favorite game to
show off to your friends and family or
enjoy games available at the library. An
intergenerational joy for everyone. Hot
chocolate too!

Anythink Brighton

Saturday, Jan. 16, 2010, 1-3 pm
327 E. Bridge Street

Brighton, CO 80601

Anythink Huron Street
Grand Opening:
“A Celebration of Light”

Bring your friends and family to cel-
ebrate the grand opening of our newest

describes Anythink. We are combining
the best of the comfortable, enduring
library values which people have come
to know and love with a sense of curios-
ity and an endless thirst for knowledge.
At an Anythink library, anything you
want to explore, experience or imag-
ine is possible. Our libraries are places
filled with learning, a sense of hope and
possibilities. As we close out the work
of 2009, | want to say thanks to my dad
for teaching me to be practical, yet filled
with a sense of imagination, and always
ready to invent great experiences. My
dad was one of the original Anythinkers.
And | want to say thank you to all of the
Rangeview Anythinkers for being such
brave pioneers as we invent our library’s
future.

Pam Sandlian Smith

library, Anythink Huron Street. Enjoy
wintertime favorites like hot cocoa and
roasted chestnuts throughout the day -
or stop by the children’s area to create
your own kaleidoscope. The signature
even will be a series of fabulous laser
light shows inside the library coordinated
by world-renowned light artist Manick
Sorcar. Bring your own light-inspired
pieces to read during “Reflections on
Light,” an adult story time with special
guest readers by the fireplace. This is
definitely an event not to miss!

Anythink Huron Street

Saturday, Feb. 6, 2010, 1:30-6 pm
9417 Huron Street

Thornton, CO 80260

For a complete listing
of Anythink events,
visit anythinklibraries.org

Helping to bring sparks to your Any-
think is the Rangeview Library District
Board of Trustees:

Kay Riddle, President

Dot Lindsey, Vice President
Ray Coffey, Treasurer

Debra Neiswonger, Secretary

Linda Wisniewski

The board meets monthly on the third
Wednesday of the month at 5 pm
Locations vary and are published at
anythinklibraries.org. Meetings are
open to the public.

When you're done reading SPARK, share with

a friend, give back to your librarian or recycle.
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